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THIS  IS  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE  PROJECT 
CONCERNING  THE  SECURING  OF  UNIVERSITY  STATUS  BY  MEMPHIS  STATE  COLLEGE 

IN  1957 

INTERVIEW  WITH  PRESIDENT  CECIL  C.  HUMPHREYS  AND  MR.  HARRY  WOODBURY 
PLACE:   MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
INTERVIEWER:   CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD 


DR.  HUMPHREYS:  In  recalling  the  events  that  led  up  to  the  legis- 

lative action  by  which  Memphis  State  College  received 
university  status,  I  think  that  although  there  was 
background  for  several  years  for  this  movement,  we 
could  start  with  the  early  Summer  of  1956  at  which 
time  President  J.  M.  Smith  called  me  to  his  office. 
I  was  at  that  time  serving  in  a  number  of  capacities 
with  the  University.   But  he  told  me  there  was  con- 
siderable interest  by  the  alumni  and  friends  of  the 
University  and  students  of  the  University  (that  was 
then  Memphis  State  College)  to  undertake  again  a 
campaign  to  make  Memphis  State  a  part  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee.  With  this  background,  he  said 
that  he  wanted  me  to  move  my  office  (which  was  located 
at  that  time  in  the  gymnasium)  across  the  hall  from 
him.  And  /he  said/  that  we  would  start  the  necessary 
preliminaries  in  preparation  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  in  January  of  1957,  the  coming  Winter. 
I  think  I  should  say  first  in  discussing  this 
with  Mr.  Smith,  that  having  been  present  here  when 
the  early  efforts  had  failed,  that  we  should  make  a 
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real  campaign  and  plan  on  winning  our  objectives.   So 
I  immediately  got  in  touch  with  Harry  Woodbury,  who 
was  the  Adviser  on  our  Public  Relations  Program.   We 
did  not  have  a  full  time  Public  Information  Office. 
Harry  met  with  us  every  week  and  outlined  work  to  be 
done  by  student  assistance  in  the  way  of  transferring 
information  to  the  news  media.   So  Harry  and  I  sat 
down  every  evening  I  suppose  for  the  next  several 
weeks,  and  with  the  background  of  the  1950  campaign 
before  the  1951  Legislature  at  which  time  we  had 
failed  to  become  a  part  of  the  University  of  Tenn- 
essee, Harry  and  I  decided  the  best  approach  would 
be  to  develop  data  that  would  make  the  request  by 
Memphis  State  College  a  logical  one,  and  to  keep  emo- 
tions or  emotional  appeals  out  of  the  campaign  as 
much  as  possible.  We  realized  that  in  1951  emotions 
had  been  stirred  up  by  some  Knoxville  interests  and 
that  people  had  failed  to  look  at  this  proposal  from 
a  logical  basis  and  from  what  was  good  for  the  total 
program  of  higher  education  in  Tennessee. 

We  also  realized  that  we  would  have  to  get  good 
solid  support  from  Memphis  and  West  Tennessee,  and  with 
the  collection  of  data  point  out  the  advantages  to  this 
area  of  such  a  movement.   With  a  lot  of  preliminary 
work  done  in  this  way,  I  then  (following  the  Democratic 
Primary  early  in  August)  made  a  trip  through  West 
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Tennessee.   I  personally  talked  to  most  of  the  Demo- 
cratic nominees,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  counties 
or  floterial  districts  represented  by  Republicans. 
But  the  conclusion  (or  rather,  we  shall  say,  the 
result)  of  the  November  election  was  determined  by 
the  August  primary.   So.  we  had  a  very  clear  idea  of 
the  people  who  would  represent  West  Tennessee  in  the 
next  General  Assembly.   In  this  swing  through  West 
Tennessee,  using  again  an  appeal  based  on  facts  and 
figures  which  we  had  developed  in  our  early  Summer 
sessions,  I  got  a  very  good  response  from  the  men 
who  would  represent  West  Tennessee  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  in  the  Senate.  Then,  in  late 
August  following  this,  I  made  a  trip  to  Knoxville 
to  get  the  feeling  there  of  such  a  proposal.   I 
talked  to  Mr.  Loy  Miller,  the  editor  of  the  News- 
Sentinel  there.   I  talked  to  the  editorial  staff  of 
the  Knoxville  Journal,  and  I  found  that  there  were 
still  strong  opposition  to  Memphis  State  College  be- 
coming a  part  of  the  University  of  Tennessee.  There 
was  a  great  fear  that  because  of  the  concentration  of 
population  in  Shelby  County  if  this  became  a  part  of 
the  University  of  Tennessee  it  would  eventually  be- 
come a  larger  institution  than  the  University  of 
Tennessee  in  Knoxville. 

I  met  with  some  other  people  in  Knoxville.   And 
I  might  interject  this  point  at  this  time  that  the 
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President  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  was  Dr.  Brehm, 
who  was  president  at  the  time  the  first  attempt  was 
made  in  1950  and  1951.   At  that  time  he  had  been  in 
favor  of  this,  even  though  President  Emeritus  James 
Hoskins  and  other  members  of  the  board  had  opposed  him. 
He  had  courageously  stated  at  a  public  hearing  held  by 
the  Legislature  in  the  Winter  of  1951  that  he  favored 
such  a  move.   I  did  not  talk  to  President  Brehm  at  that 
time  because  I  knew  that  he  had  taken  a  lot  of  criticism 
as  a  result  of  his  position  in  1950  and  '51.   But 
others  in  Knoxville  advised  me  that  they  did  not  think 
it  would  be  possible  to  pass  the  bill  in  the  coming 
Legislature  that  would  make  Memphis  State  College  a 
part  of  the  University  of  Tennessee.   But  they  did  think 
that  if  we  simply  asked  for  university  status,  that  this, 
with  proper  direction  and  proper  management,  could  be 
done.  So  I  came  back  from  Knoxville  and  huddled  again 
with  Harry  Woodbury,  and  we  talked  over  the  strategy 
that  would  have  to  be  carried  out  during  the  coming  Fall. 

We  decided  at  that  time  that  we  would  not  change 
our  objective,  but  would  continue  to  talk  about  our 
affiliation  with  the  University  of  Tennessee.   And  then 
at  the  proper  time  when  the  Legislature  was  in  session, 
if  we  felt  that  it  was  strategically  feasible,  we  would 
switch  our  objective  from  affiliation  simply  to  uni- 
versity status — but  not  reveal  this  possible  change  in 
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strategy  until  the  last  minute.  We,  also  in  the  pre- 
paration of  material  /decided/to  keep  this  campaign  on 
a  basis  that  we  were  appealing  to  logic  and  reason- 
ableness rather  than  emotions.   We  knew  that  arguments 
had  been  used  that  the  University  of  Tennessee  had 
made  its  contribution  to  West  Tennessee  by  having  the 
Medical  School  in  Memphis;  also,  that  there  was  a 
branch  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  at  Martin  in 
Weakley  County.   So  we  looked  at  both  of  these  to 
answer  this  position  that  was  being  used  to  show  that 
it  wasn't  necessary  that  the  branch  of  the  University 
be  established  in  Memphis.   Or  /to  demonstrate/  that 
possibly  university  status  was  needed. 

In  looking  at  the  Medical  School  Program,  we 
found  that  the  people  at  Memphis  had  been  responsible 
for  taking  over  an  existing  private  Medical  School  here 
and  making  it  a  part  of  the  University.   They  had  made 
many  contributions  to  its  support — a  very  great  one  was 
providing  a  teaching  hospital.  We  looked  at  the  cost  of 
medical  schools  being  operated  in  the  South.   We  found 
that  one  of  the  real  great  expenses  was  the  cost  of  a 
teaching  hospital  which  had  to  be  born  by  the  medical 
school.   But  in  Memphis  the  University  of  Tennessee  was 
being  saved  thousands  of  dollars  by  having  a  teaching 
hospital  provided  by  the  city  and  the  county. 


6 
We  also  looked  at  the  enrollment  to  refute  the 
argument  that  this  was  serving  West  Tennessee,,  We 
did  a  careful  study  of  the  counties  of  the  enrollment 
of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  and  which  counties 
these  students  came  from  who  were  attending  school  in 
Knoxville0  We  found  that  there  was  a  very  small  per- 
centage (I  believe  about  ten  percent  of  the  enrollment 
of  the  University  of  Tennessee)  from  West  Tennessee. 
We  presented  this  as  an  argument  to  show  there 
was  not  an  equal  distribution  of  educational  facilities 
across  this  State,  and  that  the  people  of  West  Tennessee 
were  not  sharing  equally  in  the  opportunities  provided  by 
the  University  of  Tennessee  system.  As  to  the  branch  at 
Martin,  we  did  a  study  of  population  trends  as  shown  by 
the  1950  census,  and  we  showed  that  every  county  in  the 
upper  part  of  West  Tennessee  had  lost  population  in  the 
past  ten  years,  while  Shelby  County  had  grown  tremendously. 
In  other  words,  where  the  people  were  and  where  the  in- 
creases were  taking  place  appeared  to  be  the  logical 
place  for  the  provision  of  educational  facilities.  These 
were  among  the  plans  of  the  material  that  we  developed. 
You  might  say  also,  that  Greater  Memphis  State  provided 
the  printing  cost  and  the  consensus  for  most  of  this.  Also, 
early  in  this  campaign  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  got  inter- 
ested in  it  and  set  up  a  committee  to  work  on  thisc  They 
appointed  as  chairman  of  their  committee,  a  Mr.  Rowlett 
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Paine,  who  was  a  former  Mayor  of  Memphis.   Mr.  Paine 
has  been  very  instrumental  in  having  the  Medical 
School  located  in  Memphis  back  many  years  ago.   He 
was  a  very  aggressive  campaigner  and  felt  strongly 
about  this  subject.  We  did  have  some  differences  of 
opinion  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Committee  as  to 
how  the  campaign  should  be  conducted. 

We  stuck  with  our  position  that  we  would  not 
attack  any  other  part  of  the  State  or  the  way  they 
felt  about  it,  but  that  we  would  stick  to  facts.  This 
was  in  line  with  our  original  strategy  that  facts  and 
logics  would  be  more  effective  than  emotionalism.  We 
were  able  to  prevail  on  those  around  us  to  carry  this 
plan  of  strategy  throughout  our  campaign. 

Harry,  at  this  time,  could  you  add  to  this?  I 
know  there  are  a  lot  of  things  up  to  the  point--say 
in  late  September  of  the  campaign — which  would  climax 
with  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
Winter  of  1957. 
MR.  WOODBURY:         Well,  I  think  you  have  pretty  well  covered  the 

over-all  approach  to  the  campaign.   I  might  just  get 
into  some  of  the  elements.   If  you  will  recall,  I 
think  one  of  the  first  things  we  attempted  to  do  was 
to  identify  the  publics  that  we  wanted  to  reach  with 
this  logical  story  about  the  campaign.  Of  course, 
the  most  important  was  the  Legislature  and  the 
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Governor.   The  people  beyond  that  were  the  people 
generally  in  the  positions  of  influence  throughout  the 
State,   In  Memphis,  in  particular,  the  public  here  was 
behind  u$,  and  the  newspapers  here  were  with  us  and 
most  media.   And,  as  you  recall,  we  worked  up  sample 
resolutions  that  were  sent  to  various  clubs  with  some 
several  hundred  of  them  to  fill  out  and  send  to  the 
Governor.   In  addition  to  that,  right  on  the  campus  we 
had  additional  manpower  that  we  put  to  work.   Namely, 
the  students.  They  were  quite  interested  in  it — began 
beating  the  drums,  and  from  the  campus  we  went  into  the 
homes.   I  don't  know  if  this  is  the  time  to  talk  about 
the  details  that  took  place  right  ahead  of  the  meeting 
with  the  Legislature.  You  made  these  various  calls 
that  were  very  important  and  laid  the  foundation.   But 
we  did  know  that  along  the  line  we  had  to  have  the 
Governor's  support.  We  did  that  several  ways.  ^_There 
were/resolutions  from  groups.  We  organized  the  student 
campaign  with  some  20,000  postal  cards,  each  saying  the 
same  thing,  signed  by  parents  and  friends  and  others. 
That  was  timed  so  that  he  received  some  20,000  postal 
cards  from  the  time  of  December  15th  until  the  time  the 
Legislature  met.  We  think  that  possibly  had  some  effect, 
And  then  the  faculty  as  it  worked  on  the  campus,  were 
behind  it  too — writing  letters  to  their  friends  in  the 
Legislature/and/ to  the  Governor.   Those  were  some  who 
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helped.  I  might  say  that  every  public  relations  tool 
that  you  can  think  of  for  communicating  was  used  in 
this  campaign. 
DR.  HUMPHREYS:       Harry,  I  might  say  resolutions  were  prepared  by 
students,  both  from  Memphis  and  from  out  of  Memphis. 
There  were  student  committees  that  worked  on  this. 
They  took  these  resolutions  to  civic  clubs,  both  in 
Memphis  and  back  in  their  homes.  Civic  clubs  en- 
dorsed (all  kinds  of  organizations  were  prevailed 
upon)  these  resolutions  and  forwarded  them  into  State 
Government—to  the  Governor.   The  students  went  to 
shopping  centers  and  got  long  petitions.  Thousands 
of  names  were  signed  to  these  petitions.  Postal 
cards  were  distributed  and  signed  by  individuals  all 
over  the  State.  We  have  samples  of  this  material 
which  Mr.  Woodbury  very  carefully  preserved  to  give 
us  the  history  of  the  techniques  that  were  used  to 
bring  this  matter  to  the  "grass  roots",  and  to  show 
that  this  was  something  that  had  popular  support  from 
all  over  this  section  of  the  State. 

I  might  go  ahead  chronologically  at  this  time  and 
mention  that  Mr.  Woodbury  and  I,  in  October,  1956  (the 
week  prior  to  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee)  called  upon  the  three  trustees 
from  Memphis,  Mr.  Frank  Ahlgren,  Mr.  Wassell  Randolph 
and  Mr.  Harry  Laughlin.   We  presented  the  case  to  them 
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to  show  how  it  would  strengthen  the  University  system 
and  how  it  would  provide  better  educational  opportuni- 
ties for  the  youth  of  this  section.  We  got  a  good  re- 
action, we  felt,  but  they  were  only  three  members  of  a 
total  board  of  about  fourteenc   Sometime  shortly  after, 
I  would  say  an  hour  or  two  after  we  went  to  MrQ 
Laughlin,  I  believe  he  called  Mr.  Woodbury  at  his  office 
(which  was  downtown  at  that  time)  and  asked  him  if  he 
thought  I  should  go  up  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 
and  tell  them  what  we  had  presented  to  him  in  his  office. 
Mr.  Woodbury  called  me  and  asked  me  if  I  thought  I  could 
go  with  them.  Mr.  Laughlin  had  talked  with  Knoxville 
and  had  been  assured  by  President  Brehm  that  we  would 
have  time  on  the  agendac  That's  when  Harry  called  me  and 
asked  me  if  I  would  goc   I  checked  immediately  with 
President  Smith,  and  he  gave  the  approval.   In  a  sense 
he  couldn't  endorse  this,  but  he  said,  "You  go  on  your 
own0" 

We  made  the  necessary  arrangements  with  Mr0  Laughlin, 
and  I  did  go  to  Knoxville  on  a  Thursday  night.  I  was 
given  some  time  with  the  University  of  Tennessee  Trustees 
on  Friday  morning.  This  was  early  in  October  and  as  I 
recall  the  Friday  before  the  Tennessee-Ole  Miss  Football 
Game  at  which  time  there  were  a  lot  of  people  thereQ   I 
had  a  fine  personal  reception  with  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
It  was  an  interesting  meeting.   I  felt  a  good  presenta- 
tion had  been  made,  but  not  a  good  many  people  had  been 
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won  over  to  the  position.   This  was  one  of  the  steps  in 
the  early  Fall. 

But  the  campaign  we  had  been  talking  about  really 
did  not  (the  resolutions  were  all  being  planned  and  pro- 
grammed so  that  it  would  not)  become  effective  until 
the  Legislature  convened  in  January  of  1957.  We  con- 
tinued to  work  in  the  Fall,  and  then  when  the  Legislature 
went  into  session,  we  started  our  campaign  presentation 
of  getting  speakers  before  clubs  with  all  kinds  of 
material  to  defend  (really  to  substantiate)  the  position 
that  was  being  taken  by  Memphis  State  University,  con- 
tinuing to  use  the  logical  approach,  and  being  careful 
not  to  be  baited  into  a  quarrel  with  anyone  that  would 
allow  emotions  to  become  stirred  up  and  feelings  heated 
as  they  had  been  several  years  before0 

Let's  see,  Harry,  at  this  time,  can  you  think  of 
anything  in  this  interim? 
MR.  WOODBURY:  Well,  I  will  just  say  that  up  to  that  point  the  founda- 
tion had  been  built  through  communications  such  as  you 
have  pointed  out.  People  knew  what  we  were  after.  We 
had  a  logical  case  and  it  had  been  put  before  the  public — 
all  of  the  publics.   It  was  all  headed  toward  the  point 
where  someone  would  have  to  make  a  decision.   Knowing 
that  the  Governor  would  eventually  be  the  chief  man  in 
this  situation,  if  he  went  in  favor  of  us,  well,  the 
chances  were  that  quite  a  few  of  the  Legislature 
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/would  also/.   I  think  we  are  at  the  point  now  that  you 
should  say  what  happened  to  cause  us  to  switch  the 
strategy  in  the  Legislature  from  becoming  a  part  of 
the  University  of  Tennessee  to  making  a  case  for  uni- 
versity status  for  Memphis  State  College  alone. 
DR.  HUMPHREYS:         Well,  at  that  time  when  the  Legislature  went  into 

session  I  spent  several  days  up  there,  sounded  the 
sentiments  of  most  of  the  legislators,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  time  to  switch.   There  was  no 
chance  of  bringing  about  this  affiliation.  We  had 
based,  as  I  said  earlier,  this  strategy  on  the  facts. We 
had  been  advised  (and  I  say  give  full  credit  to  some 
people  in  Knoxville  who  brought  it  to  our  attention  that 
this  might  be  the  best  approach)  if  there  was  strong  op- 
position to  our  becoming  a  part  of  the  University  of 
Tennessee.  We  then  by  introducing  such  a  bill  or  having 
a  bill  introduced  by  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
would  ask  simply  to  grant  university  status  to  Memphis 
State.  The  opposition  had  been  all  this  time  building 
up  its  defenses  against  affiliation.   Now,  if  they 
switched  over  to  opposing  just  university  status,  it 
would  be  pretty  obvious  that  there  was  opposition  to 
anything  that  would  be  attempted  to  provide  a  better 
education  for  the  youth  of  West  Tennessee--and  partic- 
ularly to  the  largest  metropolitan  area  in  the  State. 
So  we  came  to  the  conclusion  this  was  the  time  to 
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do  it.   The  other  couldn't  be  done,  and  it  was  in  line 
with  our  original  strategy.   I  talked  to  many  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  this  was  decided  by,  with 
I  hope  due  modesty,  Mr.  Woodbury  and  I  in  consultation 
with  President  Smith.   We  made  up  the  board  of  strategy 
for  the  campaign.   This  was  done.   The  bill  was  intro- 
duced to  grant  Memphis  State  College  University  status, 
but  to  remain  under  the  State  Board  of  Education,  along 
with  the  other  five  institutions  that  they  govern. 

MR.  WOODBURY:        Would  you  want  to  mention  here  that  the  Shelby 
delegation  was  with  us  solidly,  and  had  been  since 
Summer? 

DR.  HUMPHREYS:       Yes,  that  was  an  important  part.   The  Shelby 

delegation  did  not  have  the  representation  that  it  does 
now  in  numbers  because  of  the  same  apportionment  for 
representation  that  had  been  in  effect  for  seventy 
years  or  more.   But  it  was  a  large  delegation  and  it 
was  solidly  behind  us.  Much  had  been  done  through 
meetings  sponsored  by  Greater  Memphis  State  to  develop 
this.  Greater  Memphis  State  was  an  invaluable  organi- 
zation in  providing  the  cost,  the  funds  for  luncheons, 
and  the  materials  which  I  mentioned  earlier. 

Then  we  got  down  to  the  crucial  point  of  the 
passage  of  the  bill  and  it  was  decided  (and  I  might  say 
against  the  framework  of  our  present  Legislature  that 
the  legislators,  most  of  them,  for  various  reasons 
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could  be  strongly  influenced  by  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Government)  that  the  Governor  was  the  key 
figure. 

In  a  meeting  (also  to  put  this  in  the  proper  con- 
text) Mr.  Smith,  who  was  in  Nashville  much  of  that 
time,  had  to  be  the  person  who  handled  the  final  negoti' 
ations  with  the  Governor  as  to  his  support.   He  talked 
to  the  Governor  about  making  this  an  administration- 
supported  bill.   I  shall  never  forget  the  evening  that 
he  came  into  the  lobby  of  the  Hermitage  Hotel.   I  was 
waiting  for  him,  and  he  had  held  a  conference  with  the 
Governor.   He  said  the  Governor  will  not  oppose  it,  he 
thinks  it  is  a  good  thing,  but  he  cannot  make  it  an 
administration  bill.  Because  he  feels  that  if  he  did 
the  other  five  institutions  under  the  State  Board 
would  ask  for  the  same  thing  immediately — and  quite 
rightly  so.   He  didn't  feel  that  we  needed  ,  at  that 
time,  five  more  universities,  even  though  he  knew 
Memphis  State  was  in  a  position  of  great  growth,  and 
had  a  great  potential. 

Without  administration  support,  it  was  obvious 
that  we  couldn't  pass  the  bill.   And  we  were  down- 
cast at  that  time  after  all  this  work.   It  appeared 
that  it  was  in  vain.   Again,  we  were  standing  in 
front  of  the  desk  of  the  Hermitage  Hotel  with  Mr. 
Smith  and  two  or  three  of  the  local  legislators,  and 
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he  reported  that  we  couldn't  get  the  solid  backing  of 
the  administration,  although  they  would  not  oppose  it. 
And  then,  the  thought  occurred  to  me  that  if  we  could 
get  the  presidents  of  the  other  institutions  to  go  with 
Mr.  Smith  to  see  the  Governor,  and  if  tl  ey  would  agree 
that  they  were  in  favor  of  this  and  that  they  wouldn't 
ask  for  the  same  thing  immediately,  the  Governor  might 
support  it.   The  Governor's  position  had  besen,  of  course, 
solid  in  his  decision,  although  disappointing  to  us. 

We  decided  that  might  be  done.   You  might  also 
inject  this  as  politics  at  that  time.  The  Shelby 
delegation  was  there  with  Mr.  Frances  Andrews,  an 
advisor,  who  was  the  County  Trustee,  I  believe.   But 
he  came  to  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  and  advised 
with  the  Shelby  delegation.   They  caucused  every  morn- 
ing and  made  their  decisions  there.   I  called  Mr. 
Andrews,  who  was  in  bed  reading,  and  asked  him  if  I 
could  come  up  and  talk  with  him  and  see  what  he  thought 
about  this  strategy.   I  went  up  and  he  agreed  that 
since  it  looked  like  we  were  beat  on  this  that  it  might 
have  some  hope.  We  then  agreed,  got  on  the  telephone, 
called  the  presidents  from  the  State  Board  institutions, 
and  asked  them  if  they  would  meet  for  breakfast  early 
in  the  morning.   This  meeting  was  arranged.   They 
agreed  to  go  with  Mr.  Smith  to  the  Governor's  office 
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and  to  tell  him  that  they  did  not  oppose  this,  that 
they  would  not  ask  for  the  same  thing  immediately, 
and  that  they  thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

This  was  arranged  and  they  went  to  the  Governor's 
office.   I  stood  outside  while  they  went  in  and  talked 
with  the  Governor.   The  Governor  agreed.   This  is 
second  hand.   But  he  went  around  the  group,  pointed 
to  each  one  of  them  and  said,  "Are  you  for  this? 
Will  you  support  it?  Will  you  say  that  it  is  a  good 
thing,  and  will  you  not  ask  for  the  same  thing  im- 
mediately?" In  substance,  that  was  done,  and  they 
agreed.  Then  he  said,  "Under  the  circumstances,  I'll 
support  this  bill."  And  in  the  context  of  the  politi- 
cal climate  of  that  time,  that  was  tantamount  to  the 
bill  being  passed. 

We  came  off  the  hill  and  even  started  driving 
back  to  Memphis  feeling  confident  that  the  bill  would 
be  passed.   By  the  time  we  got  back  to  Memphis  the  bill 
had  been  passed,  and  the  university  status  had  been 
granted.   A  telephone  hookup  was  arranged,  and  the 
Governor  spoke  to  the  student  body  in  the  Student 
Center  and  congratulated  them  upon  now  being  students, 
as  they  would  be  as  of  July  of  that  year,  of  Memphis  State 
University. 

Harry,  what  can  you  add  to  that? 
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MRo  WOODBURY: 


DR.  HUMPHREYS: 


MRo  WOODBURY: 


Just  for  the  record,  you  might  point  out  that 
the  Senate  approved  it  26  to  7,  and  the  House  76  to 
10,  which  shows  (I  think)  from  my  professional  point 
of  view,  that  good  public  relations  can  inform  people 
in  such  a  way  that  they  will  support  something  that 
has  merit  in  it.   If  the  people  are  with  you,  then 
you  can  get  your  elected  representatives  to  come 
alongc 

Then  this  also  to  me  is  a  perfect  example  of 
the  fact  that  things  that  are  good  and  logical  will 
not  necessarily  happen.  They  have  to  be  planned. 
Work  has  to  be  done  on  them.  Good  things  do  not 
automatically  take  place0  There  had  to  be  some 
promotion  of  them,  and  basically,  this  is  the  reason 
this  campaign  was  successful,  even  though  there  were 
times  it  was  on  the  brink  of  failure.   But  all  the 
way  through  we  used  a  logical  approach  backed  with 
data  developed  by  research.  There  was  no  attempt 
made  to  distort  the  figures  or  the  presentation. 
And  in  spite  of  many  times  that  there  was  a  tempta- 
tion to  do  so,  we  never  allowed  ourselves  to  become 
involved  in  the  controversy  which  would  inject 
emotions  into  what  should  have  been  a  logical 
practical  decision. 

And  if  I  might  interupt  here,  insofar  as  I  recall, 
there  was  never  any  of  this  factual  information  that 
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DR.  HUMPHREYS; 


MR.  WOODBURY: 


we  put  out  that  was  questioned.   There  was  nothing  in 
it  that  anyone  could  come  back  and  say,  "why,  look, 
they  told  us  a  story,  it  is  not  ture0"  Because  the 
basic  brief  that  was  put  together  for  this  stood  up 
all  the  way  through  it  couldn't  be  attacked  on  the 
basis  of  inaccuracy  at  any  pointo 

And  I  might  say  that  we  didn't  use  a  doctrinarire 
approach.  We  used  a  practical,  scholarly,  research 
approach  as  to  what  was  in  need  in  education  that 
would  improve  the  opportunities  for  a  large  group 
of  young  people.   It  was  a  tremendously  interesting, 
exciting  and,  I'll  say,  strenous  period  of  time. 
Because  again,  Harry  Woodbury  and  I,  not  taking  any 
credit  for  this,  spent  practically  every  night  during 
that  year  working  on  them.   Harry  wrote  them:  the 
pamphlets,  the  presentation,  and  the  news  releases. 
We  were  able  to  get  some  research  assistance  to 
develop  data  that  we  needed.  But  again,  it  was 
what  you  might  call  a  practical,  scholarly,  logical 
approach  to  meeting  a  problem  that  needed  to  be  met. 

Just  in  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  the  premise 
that  we  had  then  was  sound.  And  I  believe  time  has 
proved  that  it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do.   What  we 
asked  for  then,  I  think  we  would  ask  for  today  if  we 
didn't  have  it.   I  think  it  is  good   all  over  the 
State,  as  well  as  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
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DR.  HUMPHREYS: 


MR.  WOODBURY: 


The  result  of  it  was  not  merely  a  matter  of 
changing  the  title.   We  didn't  get  a  lot  of  additional 
financial  support  as  a  result  of  it,  but  it  did  do 
something  to  change  the  image  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  this  area — the  image  of  this  institution. 
It  was  a  tremendous  step  forward  in  the  acceptance 
of  this  institution.   It  gave  it  new  prestige.   It 
opened  the  door  to  new  programs — to  the  expansion  of 
the  graduate  program  and  ultimately  to  the  professional 
schools  we  have  now;  such  as  Law,  Engineering,  and  the 
doctoral  program  which  has  recently  been  started.   All 
of  this  was  a  preface,  or  a  background,  or  a  foundation, 
for  the  things  that  are  now  taking  place. 

You  asked  about  the  role  of  Greater  Memphis  State. 
Of  course,  Gene  Roper  was  President  at  that  time.   As 
was  mentioned  earlier,  he  came  in  as  the  first  Public 
Relations  Officer  here  at  the  school.  Greater  Memphis 
State's  role  in  this  was  not  only  to  support  it 
actively  verbally  but  also  to  support  the  campaign 
financially.   During  the  critical  months,  you  might 
call  them,  the  organization  met  weekly.   Dr.  Humphreys 
would  be  there,  and  sometimes  we  would  have  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  but  not  often, 
because  actually  Greater  Memphis  State  was  doing  most 
of  the  work  at  getting  their  support.   They  met  weekly, 
and  whatever  was  needed  they  would  approve  at  the  time; 
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if  it  was  backing  paying  for  this  literature,  or 
what  have  youQ   No  one  in  particular  in  the  organi- 
zation would  want  credit  because  this  has  always 
been  a  support  group  in  which  individuals  have  not 
sought  personal  gain  or  credit.   It  has  been  that  way 
from  the  very  beginning,  and  it  still  is.  You  might 
say  as  far  as  money  is  concerned,  it  was  a  very  low 
cost  campaign,  only  three  or  four  thousand  dollars. 
But  is  helped  Greater  Memphis  State.   In  the  middle 
of  this  we  put  on  a  campaign  and  the  membership  went 
way  up  as  a  result  of  us  doing  something  good  for 
Memphis  Statec 
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